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Story Ideas for Oklahoma Agritourism

With many attractions already in existence, there are plenty of interesting story angles related to Oklahoma’s agritourism industry. 

Green Acres

Agritourism may be considered a young industry in Oklahoma, but many farmers have become success stories by practicing agritourism long before it was ever called that. Oklahoma family farms are embracing agritourism as a specialty niche within traditional farming which helps diversify their income. To become viable in the world of corporate farming and mega-markets, many small Oklahoma family farms are focusing on niche crops for farmers' markets, organic vegetables and fruit, new dairy products and agritourism experiences. Some are choosing farming as a new career or retirement project, because they feel passionately about locally-grown crops. Others are revamping their family farms with new crops and products they think could change the state's agricultural outlook. All are fighting against a national trend of farmland being gobbled up by urban development, and small family farms folding to large-scale commodity farming.
Flying W Guest Ranch, Sayre, OK

The Flying W Guest Ranch is a place where visitors can “ride, see and feel the Old West come alive.” This 2,000 acre ranch was the production site for Cowboy University, a CMT original reality series that followed four “city-slickers” on their quest to becoming real cowboys. Visitors to the Flying W have the opportunity to try their hand at becoming cowboys as well. Here, participate in authentic trail rides, wagon rides, and rodeos. Not only do guests visit the Old West at this Sayre ranch, they also experience an authentic archaeological dig – the largest buffalo kill site in the Southern Plains. Archaeologists from the University of Oklahoma oversee the exploration and excavation at the Flying W Guest Ranch kill site, revealing the remains of an estimated 800 bison. For more information on the Flying W Guest Ranch visit www.flyingwonline.com. 

Christmas Tree Farms








The holidays are a time for families to build memories and traditions. For an alternative angle on the annual holiday story, how about seeing what goes on year-round at a Christmas Tree Farm to make it possible for families to come pick out their yuletide tree. Families make wonderful memories when visiting one of Oklahoma’s many U-Pick-It Christmas tree farms. Farms are located in many towns throughout central and northeastern Oklahoma. 

Girlfriend Getaways 








Everybody needs a little rest and relaxation, and Oklahoma’s agritourism industry can provide the perfect place to unwind. Grab the girls and spend the weekend touring one of Oklahoma’s many vineyards and wineries. Many wineries provide a place to taste, select and bottle your own wine. Get even farther away from it all with a trip to a country bed and breakfast. 

A Hunting Success Story

Travel to the middle of the Oklahoma Panhandle and you’ll find a family farm that diversified its income to include prime grounds for hunting enthusiasts to catch Oklahoma wildlife. The most discerning hunters enjoy rustic Pheasant Ridge Hunting where they set their sites on pheasant, deer and quail during the summer months. But this isn’t your typical hunting lodge. During fall and winter it becomes a bed and breakfast-type facility to sustain itself during the off-season. The great attention to detail is apparent throughout your experience at Pheasant Ridge. The business partners and owners had the vision to convert a dairy barn into a hunting lodge with all the modern amenities. This 100+ year old farm has been given a new life through a thriving business plan.
Peaceful Ranch Becomes #1 Destination of Europeans
Tiger Mountain Ranch Resort has brought a new twist to the average ranch stay. Located in Henryetta, Okla., Tiger Mountain is widely known for outstanding equine and rich cowboy culture, while preserving that tradition and heritage. Visitors enjoy the beauty of the lodge and ranch estate along with a family-friendly atmosphere. But this Oklahoma jewel is also turning heads abroad – ranking No. 1 for dude ranches in Germany and in the Top Five in England. Even with the accolades, owner Sharon Glidden continues to enhance every guest’s experience by adding new accommodations and activities on her ranch. Come see how this savvy business woman captures European tourists year after year. 

Unique Summer Getaways

Agritourism destinations provide a wide range of activities, many of which make great summer getaways due to their seasonal products. From corn mazes and u-pick-it farms, to lavender fields and farmers markets, Oklahoma’s agritourism producers offer family-friendly entertainment through authentic and memorable experiences. Take a fresh approach by focusing on alternatives to typical family-friendly attractions. For example, instead of visiting the zoo, why not check out the Orr Family Farm? This 106-acre working Thoroughbred horse farm offers children and visitors of all ages a host of farm activities. They have several unusual attractions, including two trains, fishing ponds stocked with largemouth bass, crappie and catfish, a 1974 carousel designed by Theel, an animal barn, apple orchard and pumpkins in the fall, pony and hay rides, plus the Amaze'n Maze, one of only 10 mazes of its kind in the world. This is just one example on a unique approach to summer family travel. 
Rockin L-H Asparagus Farm
You never know where life will take you but for Lee and Sharon Henry, the drive to start a new life more than 40 years ago ended up building a family business from scratch using the sand and wood of eastern Oklahoma. In 1956, the Henry’s lacked in cash what they more than made up for in character. Today, they are the proud proprietors of the Rockin L-H Asparagus Farm in Stidham, Okla. which hosts more than 60 bus tours visit this farm annually in addition to individual travelers. They come for the “Cast Iron Kettle Cook Out” and the “Big River Emporium” Store and Showroom where they can eat country-style cooking and sample gourmet foods. Those who choose to make a night of it stay at the new Stagecoach Inn bed and breakfast, a combination of old west seclusion, but with a relaxing elegant Jacuzzi. The Henry’s are a textbook example of the success of value-added experiences and the importance of continuing to diversify your product. 
For more information on these or other story ideas, please contact Lindsay Vidrine at Lindsay@travelok.com or 405.230.8414. Photo CDs, b-roll footage, spokespeople, and media hosting programs are available upon request. 
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